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EDUCATION, RECREATION AND CULTURE Riverside County 
Recommended Budget 
FY 2010-11 

 
COUNTY FREE LIBRARY 
The Riverside County Library System (RCLS) will continue to operate under contract 
with Library Systems and Services, Inc. (LSSI). At the beginning of this fiscal year, 
oversight of the RCLS and management of the LSSI contract was moved to the 
Economic Development Agency (EDA).  The proposed budget maintains basic library 
materials, expenditures and services currently in place throughout the system. 
Infrastructure improvements will include a new library in Highgrove, renovation of the 
Palm Desert Library and development of a new Mead Valley library. Project costs will be 
funded through redevelopment and developer impact fees (DIF), with operational costs 
incorporated into this budget. Debt service on the Woodcrest Library also was included. 
Any additional contract costs associated with these projects will be negotiated and 
brought back for Board consideration.  Finally, the budget includes an allocation for 
improved library technology, such as radio frequency identification, additional wireless 
Internet access and enhancements to the fiber optic network.  RCLS will continue to 
seek innovative grants and partnerships with school districts and others to enhance 
cost-effective library service.  As in past years, funds are allocated for essential capital 
improvement projects needed to maintain library facilities.  Appropriations total $24.8 
million and include the county librarian position. 
 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
Cooperative Extension provides science-based research and educational outreach 
jointly funded by the county, University of California, the state and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.  The county funds facilities, administration and clerical support for 
University of California agricultural advisors, agricultural economics, and master 
gardener, 4-H and horticulture programs.  
 
EDWARD-DEAN MUSEUM 
The Edward-Dean Museum opened in 1958.  It was founded by Edward Eberle and 
Dean Stout.  The museum features late 16th to early 19th century European and Asian 
fine arts.  Dean Stout designed the museum’s interior to create a home-like 
atmosphere, helping visitors experience the period’s ambiance firsthand.  The museum 
and its 16-acre campus originally came to the county in 1964.  On July 1, 1999, the 
museum’s administrative operations shifted to the Economic Development Agency.  
Historically, the Friends of the Edward-Dean, a not-for-profit organization with a board of 
directors, championed acquiring additions to the collection and exhibits, preservation of 
the museum's permanent collection and museum-specific projects.  The museum offers 
tours, weddings, concerts and other special events to augment operations.   
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