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HEALTH AND SANITATION Riverside County 
Recommended Budget 
FY 2010-11 

 
HEALTH 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HEALTH SERVICES 
This budget unit supports no positions.  In 1991, the state shifted many health and 
social-services programs to counties, along with a guaranteed allocation of revenue 
from sales tax and vehicle license fees.  One condition of this “realignment” was that 
counties maintain existing general-fund support for programs.  This budget unit contains 
the county’s required funding match for health and mental health services, which 
enables the county to receive realignment revenue. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
Mental Health provides services countywide.  It provides inpatient and outpatient care, 
emergency treatment services, treatment to jail inmates and treatment for drug and 
alcohol problems.  The department continues to receive funding increases for new and 
expanded services as allowed by the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA).  The 
department continues to monitor the effects on funding of the state fiscal crisis.   
 
MENTAL HEALTH - DETENTION   
The department provides mental health services to individuals incarcerated in sheriff’s 
correctional facilities.  The department does receive realignment funding and funding as 
allowed by the Mental Health Services Act but is supported primarily with general funds.   
 
MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
Administration provides management, accounting and finance, personnel, recruiting, 
grants administration, information technology, and technical services.  Departmental 
revenue offsets appropriations entirely.    
 
MENTAL HEALTH SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
Mental Health is the lead agency for Prop. 36 implementation in Riverside County.  The 
measure changed state law so that certain adult offenders who use or possess illegal 
drugs receive drug treatment and supervision in the community rather than being sent 
to prison or jail, or being supervised in the community, generally without drug treatment.  
In FY 09/10 federal funds partially offset lost state funding for this program.  The 
department continues to provide services although enrollment wait times have 
increased significantly. 
 
COMMUNITY HEALTH AGENCY 
The Community Health Agency (CHA) provides services through the departments of 
Environmental Health, Animal Services, Public Health and California Children’s 
Services.  CHA provides services that protect the environment, animals, prevent and 
control disease and provide primary medical services regardless of a person’s ability to 
pay.   
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PUBLIC HEALTH  
Counties are required by law to preserve and protect the public’s health.  The 
department is responsible for controlling and preventing communicable diseases; and 
protecting the public during public health emergencies, including outbreaks of new 
communicable diseases, bioterrorist attacks and natural emergencies such as 
earthquakes.   
 
Public Health, on behalf of the state and federal governments, administers various 
programs funded through realignment money, county general funds and state and 
federal funding.   
 
The Public Health Department operates 10 community-based clinics, providing primary 
care and public health programs.  Clinics are located in Indio, Palm Springs, Banning, 
Hemet, Perris, Riverside, Rubidoux, Jurupa, Corona and Lake Elsinore.  Public Health 
also identifies, controls and helps prevent infectious diseases by monitoring for 
outbreaks and educating the community.  Through the emergency medical services 
system program, the department certifies ambulance services and coordinates 
emergency services. 
 
CALIFORNIA CHILDREN’S SERVICES (CCS) 
This program provides diagnosis and treatment services, medical case management 
and physical and occupational therapy to children under age 21 with CCS-eligible 
medical conditions.  CCS also provides medically necessary physical and occupational 
therapy to special education students.   
 
Counties administer the program and have a share of the cost, which varies by 
program; with the remainder funded by federal dollars and state general fund.  County 
and state budget cuts have significantly affected the department, which continues to 
monitor the full impact of these reductions.     
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
The Environmental Health Department’s services include inspections of water systems, 
food facilities, pools, waste disposal vehicles and landfills, emergency response to 
hazardous materials incidents, vector control services and land-use review.  Expenses 
are almost entirely offset by fees for services, requiring little general-fund support.      
 
 

HOSPITAL CARE 
DETENTION HEALTH SYSTEMS 
Detention Health provides medical care to individuals incarcerated in sheriff’s 
correctional facilities in Riverside, Temecula, Banning, Indio and Blythe.  Outpatient 
services are provided at correctional facilities.  Specialty inpatient and outpatient 
services are provided in a secure unit at the Riverside County Regional Medical Center.  
Detention Health also provides medical care to juveniles incarcerated at the Riverside 
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detention center, southwest and Indio detention centers and juvenile halls, Twin Pines 
Ranch and the Van Horn Youth Center.  Services are entirely supported by county 
general funds as no other funding sources are available for these required medical 
services. 
 
MEDICALLY INDIGENT SERVICES PROGRAM (MISP) 
The program oversees payments to providers that offer quality health care regardless of 
a person’s ability to pay.  In coordination with the medical center and the public health 
clinics, MISP screens clients to determine eligibility and facilitates access to appropriate 
programs.  MISP also reimburses trauma centers, emergency room physicians, 
ambulance providers and pharmacies for the cost of indigent medical services.  As 
demand at the medical center and public health clinics increases, MISP caseload also 
increases.  Appropriations are partly offset by realignment revenue but a county 
contribution is necessary to cover uncompensated care.      
 
SANITATION AREA 8 ASSESSMENT 
This budget unit is used only to pay Waste Management, Inc. for waste collection and 
transfer operations in the Idyllwild, Pinyon and Anza areas.  Revenue is generated from 
parcel fees in those same areas. 
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