
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 5 ID# 18703 3.15 

 

MEETING DATE: 

Tuesday, May 24, 2022  

        ITEM: 3.15 

                   (ID # 18703) 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM :  HOUSING AND WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS:  

 

SUBJECT:  HOUSING AND WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS (HWS):  Approve the Allocation of 

$2,000,000 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds to Lift to Rise, a California Public 

Benefit Corporation, for the Coachella Valley Regional Housing Catalyst Fund; Approve the 

Form of the Subrecipient’s Agreement for the Use of Riverside County American Rescue Plan 

Act (ARPA) Funding for the Coachella Valley Catalyst Fund; and Approve the Form of the 

Covenant Agreement; District 4; [$2,000,000 – 100% Federal ARPA Funds]; CEQA Exempt 

(Clerk of the Board to File the Notice of Exemption) 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  That the Board of Supervisors: 

 

1. Find that the Subrecipient’s Agreement for the Use of Riverside County American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) Funding for the Coachella Valley Catalyst Fund (Subrecipient’s 
Agreement) does not constitute a project under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and Section 15004(b) of the CEQA Guidelines in that it does not vest any development 
rights or result in the physical change in the environment, requires a developer to comply 
with CEQA and obtain all land use entitlements from the local jurisdiction as the lead 
agency, and does not commit the lead agency to any definite course of action or foreclose 
alternatives or mitigation measures that would ordinarily be part of CEQA; 

 

2. Approve the grant in the amount of $2,000,000 of the County’s American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) allocation to Lift to Rise, a California public benefit corporation, to support the 
creation of the Coachella Valley Regional Housing Catalyst Fund, a revolving loan fund to 
be the utilized for the pre-development, acquisition, and development of affordable housing 
units throughout the Coachella Valley;  

 

3. Approve the attached form of Subrecipient’s Agreement, including all attachments thereto, 
between the County of Riverside and Lift to Rise;  

 

4. Authorize the Director of the Housing and Workforce Solutions (HWS), or designee, to 
execute the Subrecipient’s Agreement on behalf of the County, substantially conforming in 
form and substance to the attached Subrecipient’s Agreement, subject to approval as to 
form by County Counsel; 

 

5. Approve the attached form of Covenant Agreement;  
 

6. Authorize the Director of HWS, or designee, to execute the Covenant Agreement on behalf 
of the County, conforming substantially in form and substance to the attached Covenant 
Agreement, subject to approval as to form by County Counsel; 
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7. Authorize the Director of HWS, or designee, to take all necessary steps to implement the 
Subrecipient’s Agreement and Covenant Agreement(s), including but not limited to, signing 
subsequent necessary and relevant documents, subject to approval as to form by County 
Counsel;  

 

8. Direct the Clerk of the Board to file the Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk within five 
(5) business days of approval; and 

 

9. Approve and direct the Auditor-Controller to make the budget adjustment as detailed in the 
attached Schedule A. 

 

ACTION:Policy 

  
 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION:  Approve 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Summary 

 

On February 9, 2021, the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution No. 2021-043 (Minute Order 

3.01) in support of The We Will Lift Regional Pledge for Housing Opportunity including a 

partnership with Lift to Rise to promote housing stability and economic mobility for Riverside 

County residents in Coachella Valley.  

 

On October 19, 2021 (Minute Order 3.5), the Board of Supervisors allocated $50,000,000 for 

the purpose of addressing housing and homelessness through development of affordable 

housing and providing shelter. The $50,000,000 allocated by the Board was further divided into 

five $10,000,000 investments to each Supervisorial District. The funding allocated by the Board 

was the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) the County is allocated to receive as 

part of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021 (Pub. L 117-2). These ARPA funds are to 

focus on projects and/or programs that serve as a pathway to transition into permanent housing 

with the necessary supporting infrastructure. The allowable uses of ARPA funds include 

revolving loans to increase shelter capacity, permanent supportive housing units and affordable 

housing to help address homelessness and the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The County supported a State Budget proposal from Lift to Rise for the creation of the 

Coachella Valley Regional Housing Catalyst Fund administered in partnership with the County 

of Riverside, the Low-Income Investment Fund, and the Rural Communities Assistance 

Corporation, to catalyze the development of 2,000 units of affordable housing in the Coachella 

Valley, and serve as an initial investment structure that can be expanded across the County 

over time.  

 

As a subrecipient, Lift to Rise is proposing to utilize and administer a grant of $2,000,000 in 

ARPA funds to create a revolving loan fund for the pre-development, acquisition, and 

development of at least 300 affordable housing units throughout the Coachella Valley in 

impacted communities as defined in ARPA by September 30, 2024, and to attract investment 

and spur further development. Additionally, the units funded by ARPA must be set aside for 

households making 80% or less of the area median income for the County of Riverside in which 

FINANCIAL DATA Current Fiscal Year: Next Fiscal Year: Total Cost: Ongoing Cost 

COST $2,000,000 $ 0 $2,000,000 $ 0 

NET COUNTY COST $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 

SOURCE OF FUNDS:    American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

Funds (100%)  

Budget Adjustment:       Yes  

For Fiscal Year:           2021/22 
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a covenant agreement or regulatory agreement will be recorded for each of these projects for a 

term of 55 years. 

 

The County, including its Executive Office, will monitor the performance of Lift to Rise as the 

Subrecipient against goals and performance standards as provided in the Subrecipient’s 

Agreement. The Subrecipient will be obligated to cooperate with the County to provide adequate 

documentation as needed for audit purposes. Substandard performance as determined by the 

County shall constitute noncompliance with the Subrecipient’s Agreement. If action to correct 

such substandard performance is not taken by the Subrecipient within a reasonable period of 

time after being notified by the County, contract suspension or termination procedures will be 

initiated. 

 

Staff recommends that the Board approve allocation of funding, the Subrecipient’s Agreement, 

and the Covenant Agreement. County Counsel has reviewed and approved as to form the 

attached Subrecipient’s Agreement and Covenant Agreement. 

 

 

Impact on Residents and Businesses 

Approving this item will have a positive impact on the citizens and businesses of Riverside 

County by bringing much needed affordable housing to the region.  

 

SUPPLEMENTAL: 

Additional Fiscal Information 

 

No impact upon the County’s General Fund; the County’s contribution to the Project will be fully 

funded with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds allocated from California’s direct 

allocation of federal ARPA funds.   

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Form of the Subrecipient’s Agreement for the Use of ARPA Funds, including all exhibits 

and Form of the Covenant Agreement (attached) 

• Notice of Exemption 

• Schedule A 
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SCHEDULE A 
 Housing and Workforce Solutions 

Budget Adjustment 
Fiscal Year 2021/2022 

County of Riverside ARPA Loan 
  

 

Increase in Appropriations: 

21735-5501000000-536200 Contrib. To Non-County Agency $ 2,000,000 

 

Increase in Estimated Revenues: 

21735-5501000000-763520 Fed-American Rescue Plan Act $ 2,000,000 
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